
 
 Education 

 
University of Kansas 
Masters of Fine Arts in Scenography: Fall 2024 - In Progress 
Graduate Teaching Assistant  
 
University of Texas at Arlington 
Bachelors of Fine Arts: Graduated May 2023 

 Training 
 

Cobalt Studios: White Lake, New York 
Summer Scene Painting Seminar 
July 17, 2023 - August 4, 2023 
 
Stage West: Fort Worth, Texas 
Design Apprenticeship Program (DAP)  
November 2022 - May 2023 

 Teaching History 
 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, Lead Lecturer, The University of Kansas, Department of Theatre & 
Dance: 2024-Present 
 
Costume Production, THR 220 
Scenic Production, THR 216 
 
Paint Charge, Co-taught with Phillip Schroeder, The University of Texas at Arlington, Department of 
Theatre & Dance: Jan 2024-Apr 2024 
 
Theatre Practicum, THEA 0181/DRAM 1120 
 
Research and Teaching Interests 

 
Scenography, Scenic Design, Scenic Painting, Scenic Technology, Costume Design, Costume History, 
Costume Technology, Properties, New Works 
 
Select Credits 

 
Scenic Designer 

Newsies Rockhurst High School Anthony McMurray (D) 2026 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee 

KU Theatre & Dance Theresa Buchheister (D) 2025 

Frankenstein Rockhurst High School Anthony McMurray (D) 2025 

Pippin KU Theatre & Dance Jim Dick (D) 2025 

Lost In Yonkers Rockhurst High School Anthony McMurray (D) 2024 

Bonnie & Clyde  Upright Theatre Co. Natalie Burkhart (D) 2024 

The Drowsy Chaperone Rockhurst High School Anthony McMurray (D) 2024 

 
 



    

Bright Star Artisan Center Theater Hayden Casey (D) 2024 

The Sound of Music Artisan Center Theater Tron Sutton (D) 2024 

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street 

Upright Theatre Co. Natalie Burkhart (D) 2023 

Footloose Stage Right Performing Arts Anthony McMurray (TD) 2023 

Zombie Prom Stage Right Performing Arts Anthony McMurray (TD) 2023 

The Little Mermaid Jr. Stage Right Performing Arts Anthony McMurray (TD) 2023 

All Shook Up Stage Right Performing Arts Scott West (Executive 
Director) 

2022 

Camp Rock Stage Right Performing Arts Scott West (Executive 
Director) 

2022 

Beauty and the Beast Jr. Stage Right Performing Arts Scott West (Executive 
Director) 

2022 

The Tempest- A Photo Series University of Texas at Arlington Laurie Land (PM) 2021 
 
  Costume, Lighting or Props Designer  

 

Lighting Designer for Eurydice 
(upcoming) 

KU Theatre & Dance Tiffani Hagan (D) 2027 

Costume Designer for The Emperor of the 
Moon (upcoming) 

KU Theatre & Dance Gillian Genardo (D) 2026 

Props Designer for Macbeth (upcoming) Courtyard Theatre at KU Tiffani Hagan (D) 2026 

Costume Designer for Elixir of Love KU Opera Stella Markou (D) 2026 
 Assistant Designer 
 
 

Asst. Costume Designer for Indecent KU Theatre & Dance  Hanah Glimpse (CD) 2024 

Asst. Scenic Designer for Night of the 
Living Dead 

University of Texas at Arlington DJ Badon (TD, SD) 2022 

Asst. Scenic Designer for 9 to 5: The 
Musical 

University of Texas at Arlington Scott Osborne (SD) 2022 

Asst. Scenic Designer for Citizen Scrooge Collin Theatre Center Renee Dessommes (SD) 2020 
 

Artist, Carpenter, or Technician 
  

Scenic Charge Artist for Newsies  Rockhurst High School Anthony McMurray (D) 2026 

Scenic Charge Artist for The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee   

KU Theatre & Dance  Theresa Buchheister (D) 2025 

Scenic Charge Artist for Pippin KU Theatre & Dance  Jim Dick (D) 2025 

Scenic Artist for On The Town University of Texas at Arlington Leah Mazur (SD) 2024 

Scenic Charge Artist for Hundred Days Circle Theatre Leah Mazur (SD) 2024 

Scenic Artist for Matilda The Musical  Kids Who Care (KWC)  Clare DeVries (SD) 2024 

Paint Charge Artist for Spring of 2024 University of Texas at Arlington Co-teacher with Phillip 
Schroeder 

Jan 2024 - 
April 2024 

Run Crew for Poor Clare Stage West Sydney Dormire (SM) 2023 

Scenic Charge Artist for Elf Jr.: The 
Musical 

Upright Theatre Co. Natalie Burkhart (D) 2023 

 
 



    

Scenic Studio Asst. for 2021-2023 seasons University of Texas at Arlington Supervised by Ben Phillips 
and Joe Pauli 

Sept 2021- 
May 2023 

Wardrobe Crew for Maverick Dance 
Company Show Spring 2023 

University of Texas at Arlington Tabitha Thompson (Head 
WC) 

2023 

Wardrobe Crew Chief for 
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber  
of Fleet Street 

University of Texas at Arlington Margaret Monostory (CD) 2023 

Asst. Technical Director for  
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber  
of Fleet Street 

University of Texas at Arlington DJ Badon (TD, PM) 2023 

Run Crew for The Guards At The Taj 
 

Stage West Tiffany Cromwell (SM) 2022 

Scenic Artist for Daedalus & Icarus- A 
Photo Series 

University of Texas at Arlington Carlos Romero Pineda (SD) 2022 

Scene Shop Asst. for 2020-2021 seasons Collin Theatre Center Employed by Tom Hull Jan 2020- 
May 2021 

Carpenter and Scenic Artist for The Tale of 
the Winged Monkeys 

Collin Theatre Center Tom Hull (ATD) 2020 

 
 
Published Reviews and Media of Creative Work 

 
 
“Life & Work with Katie Cooley of Lawrence, KS,” VoyageKC, voyagekc.com, June 2025 
https://voyagekc.com/interview/life-work-with-katie-cooley-of-lawrence-ks  
 
Bonnie & Clyde, Scenic Design, Directed by Natalie Burkhart, Upright Theatre Co, “Bonnie & Clyde,” 
dfwcenterstage.com, May 2024, https://www.dfwcenterstage.com/reviews/bonnieandclydeupright 
 
Bonnie & Clyde, Scenic Design, Directed by Natalie Burkhart, Upright Theatre Co, “‘Bonnie & Clyde’ 
@ Upright Theatre Co.,” onstagentx.com, May 2024,  
https://www.onstagentx.com/reviews/bonnie-and-clyde-upright-theatre-co 
 
Bonnie & Clyde, Scenic Design, Directed by Natalie Burkhart, Upright Theatre Co, “Review: Upright 
Theatre Company's BONNIE AND CLYDE cast gives an outstanding performance!,” Dallas Theatre 
Journal, May 2024, 
https://dallastheatrejournal.blogspot.com/2024/05/review-upright-theatre-companys-bonnie.html?m=1 
 
 
Awards and Honors 

 
ACTF Region 5 Festival 58 Awards, Regional Scenic Design, The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, 2026; Commendation for Scenic Design, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 
2026 
 
Ethel Hinds Burch Outstanding GTA in Theatre Award, New GTA award, The University of 
Kansas, 2025 
 
KCACTF Region 5 Festival 57 Awards, Sharon Sobel Regional Costume Design, Blood Wedding, 
2025; Representation, Equity and Diversity Principles in Design, Blood Wedding, 2025 
 
Broadway World Awards, Dallas Scenic Designs for Bright Star and Sweeney Todd nominated, 2024; 
Kansas City Best Scenic Designs of a Play or Musical for Zombie Prom and Footloose nominated, 2023; 
Kansas City Best Scenic Design of a Play or Musical for Camp Rock, 2022 
 
 

 
 

https://voyagekc.com/interview/life-work-with-katie-cooley-of-lawrence-ks
https://www.dfwcenterstage.com/reviews/bonnieandclydeupright
https://www.onstagentx.com/reviews/bonnie-and-clyde-upright-theatre-co
https://dallastheatrejournal.blogspot.com/2024/05/review-upright-theatre-companys-bonnie.html?m=1


 
 
 
 
Conference Participation, Guest Lectures, Expos, and Workshops 

 
American College Theatre Festival, Region 5 Festival 58 Expo Regional Scenic Design Winner, Scenic 
Design for The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Rochester, Minnesota, January 2026 
 
American College Theatre Festival, Region 5 Festival 58 Expo, Scenic Design for Pippin, Rochester, 
Minnesota, January 2026 
 
“How To Craft a Resume As A Theatre Professional,” Workshop co-taught with Erin Barnett in 
preparation for summer stock applications, The student chapter of The United States Institute for 
Theatre Technology (USITT), The University of Kansas, November 2025 
 
“An Introduction to Theatrical Wounds,” Workshop co-taught with Erin Barnett, The student chapter of 
The United States Institute for Theatre Technology (USITT), The University of Kansas, October 2025 
 
“An Introduction To 3D Printing Using Vectorworks and Cura,” Guest Lecture, Advanced 
Modelmaking, The University of Kansas, Dr. Dennis Christilles, April 2025 
 
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival, Region 5 Festival 57 Expo Regional Costume 
Design Winner, Costumes for Blood Wedding, Des Moines, Iowa, January 2025 
 
“Discussing Director and Designer Collaboration on The Drowsy Chaperone,” Guest Lecture, 
Stagecraft, Rockhurst High School, Director Anthony McMurray, February 2024 
 
 
Skills 

 
 

Design: Vectorworks 2025, Pro-Create, 3D Printing, Adobe Photoshop, Model Building, Rendering & Illustration 
Construction: Proficiency with stationary power tools, pneumatic tools, MIG welding, Basic Machine Sewing, mold 
making 
Art: Knowledge of color theory & color mixing, graphing, wood graining, marble, foam sculpting, chalk pastels, 
water color 
 
 
Professional Memberships 

  United States Institute for Theatre Technology (USITT) 2022-Present 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 


